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 Summary
Th e work explores migrations, preser-
vation and transformations of identity of 
sub-ethnic regional groups in rural com-
munities of Slavonian Posavina. Two Cro-
atian sub-ethnic regional groups are ob-
served, indigenous (native) šokačka group 
and immigrant ličko-kordunska group. 
Th e work is a case study that is mostly ba-
sed on detailed research of the mentioned 
groups from two rural settlements, Brod-
ski Stupnik and Stupnicki Kuti. Holistic 
approach in this research, taking into ac-
count general theories of migrations and 
identity as well as historical and linguistic 
facts, has considered several scientific pro-
blems and confirmed scientific results. Th e 
whole work is based on the examination of 
cultural contents using synchronic and diachronic approaches. Furthermo-
re, processes, causes and consequences of migrations are presented both in 
emigration and immigration areas, showing which were the prevalent modes 
of accomodation among the immigrants (assimilation, adaptation or readju-
stment). Th e results of the research confirm that the prevalent processes were 
adaptation and adjustment; a complete assimilation of immigrants was never 
realized. 
Th e identity issues are also observed from ethnological, historical, psy-
chological and  sociological point of view. Based on an overview of various 
identities of other communities, clearer understanding of sub-ethnic identity 
has been provided. By comparing the cultural content the diff erences in gro-
ups’ mentality are confirmed. Th e origin and development of groups’ identity 
and identity of local community point out essential facts. First, multidimen-
sionality of groups’ and local communities’ identities is visible. Second, there 
is a partial influence on identity by the institutions and the state as a means 
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of power. Th ird, diff erent subjective and objective characteristics of groups’ 
identities are represented. Fourth, there are boundaries between groups and 
local comminities. Finally, by comparison of the same thematic contents, the 
maintenance, the presence of transformations and transfer of cultural ele-
ments among the groups is confirmed, so we conclude that the infl uence of 
migrations on the change of the regional and the sub-ethnic identity within 
Croatian ethnic community has occured. Historical overview shows the ge-
netic, linguistic and cultural complexity of the explored regional sub-ethnic 
groups, thereby determining the causes of diff erent cultural contents in these 
groups. Also, an attempt is made to provide scientific interpretation of the ge-
nesis of the šokačka sub-ethnic group and the name Šokac. Holistic approach 
to the researched problem has enabled the elimination of inconsistencies and 
deficiencies that could come out of one-sidedness of the scientific pattern-
setting.
